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CHAPTER   III.
THE   ABBEY   OF   THELEMA.
THE character of Friar John, which may be gathered
from the story of his exploits in the vineyard, makes
him the very last man in the world to create the Abbey
of Thelema. Of this, however, Habelais was careless.
The abbey had to be created somehow, because it was
in his mind. The Friar was ready to his hand, and he
confided its foundation to Mm, albeit unworthy.
This Abbey of Thelema is one of the most graceful and
most noble fancies that ever entered into the brain of man.
It forms a fit pendant to the scheme of education which
its founder drew up for a young prince. The Order of
Thelema is a society composed entirely of young people
living together in the freedom of gentlehood, unrestricted
by any conventional and useless rules. They are to
learn, by watching the wishes and wants of each other,
how to live; they are to be occupied all day in study,
in manly exercises, or in the acquirements of womanly
accomplishments; they are to be entirely free from the
petty cares and anxieties of the ignoble life \ they are to
live in accordance with the laws of nature, and are there-
fore to be exempt from disease. The abbey itself is a